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Holiday Spirit on Full Display at  
Smallwood’s Fifth Grade Winter Concert 

 

The multiple talents of our students were on full display during the Fifth Grade Winter 
Concert on December 13th.  Our Fifth Grade Band, Orchestra and Choral students 
performed a variety of holiday selections that were very well received by parents, 
teachers and students. 
 
CLICK HERE to get a glimpse of the amazing performance! 
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https://youtu.be/WURQPYWPJ6Y


 

UPDATE: 4th and 5th Grade  
Community Time  

- PAWS UP! 

The fourth and fifth grade students 
focused on TIGERS CARE, our 
district-wide character education 
program. The students rotated to 
four different learning centers. 
They worked in groups to solve a 
variety of physical challenges in 
the gymnasium that represent a 
wide range of character traits 
(Integrity Tower, Grand Canyon, 
Sportball Juggle & Whole World). 
Students also worked with Mrs. 
LoTempio to create our first 
Character Rocks to be used in our 
memorial garden in the spring. 
Students created Surprise Sticky 
Notes  for a member of the school 
community to show appreciation 
for what is good in our lives 
reinforcing gratitude, our 
character trait for November. 
Learning and fun was had by all! 

 

5th Grade Food Drive was a Huge Success  
Again this School Year!  

 
Our fifth grade classes have a long tradition of supporting those in 
need in our community.  Over the past seven years our fifth grade 
students have donated thousands of pounds of nonperishable 
items to the University Presbyterian Food Pantry of Buffalo. 
Congratulations to the fifth grade students for making us all so 
proud! 

 

Superintendent’s Conference Day 
Provides Valuable Professional 

Development 
On November 7th, teachers and support 
staff participated in a multitude of 
professional development opportunities 
provided by internal and external experts. 
The day was differentiated to meet the 
needs of all of our lifelong learners and 
participants were able to select from 
several workshops on technology, 
academics, relationships and wellness.  In 
the pictures, primary and intermediate 
teachers from both SDS and WBS worked 
with Miss Chittenden and Mrs. Mobus, 
respectively, to help ensure consistency in 
Math language throughout our district.   

 
 

 

2 

 



 

Our Girls On The Run Team 
Represents at Delaware Park   

Congratulations to all the girls on 
the Girls on the Run team. They 
competed in their 5k race on 
Sunday, November 5th, at 10:00. 
Over 50 girls from grades 3, 4 and 5 
competed on our team this past 
fall from Smallwood! 

 
 

P.A.W.S. Were Up on 
December 7th! 

Smallwood celebrated it’s monthly 
P.A.W.S. Day on Thursday, 
December 7th.  Mr. Lewis and Mr. 
Crozier are so proud of all of our 
students who continue to display 
great Smallwood behavior by 
following P.A.W.S.  Our next 
P.A.W.S. Day will be on Thursday, 
January 4th. 

 

Buffalo Philharmonic Musician Visits SDS 

On December 4 th, a lucky group of 
third grade students from Mrs. 
Brinkworth’s class were visited by 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
bassist Jonathan Borden.  Mr. Borden 
performed for students and facilitated 
a hands-on composition activity. 
Students left with a broader 
understanding of how feelings 
influence a musician’s creative 
decisions. Smallwood Drive School is honored to have been chosen by 
the BPO to help develop their BPO Connect  program.   

 
Strategic Plan Comes Alive During Smallwood’s  
Annual Presentation to the Board of Education  

Several members of our Smallwood Faculty helped make our Strategic 
Plan come alive for the ACSD Board of Education and for our 
community at the December 19th Board of Education Meeting. 
Presenters included:  Mrs. Higgins, Mrs. DiGiacomo, Mrs. Unger, Mrs. 
Cinelli, Mrs. 
Brinkworth, Mr. 
Milliman, Dr. 
Oddo, Mr. Crozier 
and Mr. Lewis.  In 
addition to 
showcasing three 
of our initiatives, 
the entire night 
was enhanced 
when students 
from Mrs. 
Kujawinski’s and Mrs. Tackett’s class sang the SDS P.A.W.S. song as part
of our presentation.  Well done, everyone! 
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Literacy Growth with Dr. 
Shanahan Continues for SDS 

Teachers 
Incorporated into our SDS 
Strategic Plan is a Professional 
Development Initiative that aligns 
with the district-wide priority of 
Learning and Achievement.  We are 
continuing our work with Dr. Lynn 
Shanahan, Associate Professor of 
Literacy and Program Director at 
the University at Buffalo.  Our 
multi-year training provides our 
educators with deep and sustained 
professional development. 

Upcoming Events 

12/25 - 1/01 - Holiday Recess 
1/04 - P.A.W.S. Day 
1/04 - PTA Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 
1/05 - Community Time Grade 1 
1/12 - Community Time Grade K 
1/15 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - 
            No School 

1/17 - SDS Wellness Fair at AMS -  
            6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

1/19 - Community Time Grade 5 
1/26 - School Spirit Day 
2/01 - Group Picture Day 
2/01 - P.A.W.S. Day 
2/02 - Community Time Grade 4 
2/02 - Family Fun Night -  
            6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

2/09 - Community Time Grade 3 
2/09 - Early Dismissal - 10:45 a.m. 
2/16 - Community Time Grade 2 
2/19 - 2/23 - Mid-Winter Recess 

Much Appreciation Shared at the 
Faculty Thanksgiving Breakfast 

 
On Wednesday, November 22nd, the entire 
faculty and staff of Smallwood joined 
together in a celebration of thanks before 
our students arrived for the day. 
Collectively, we feel very fortunate to work 
in an incredible district with great support 
from our Superintendent, Central Office 
Administrators and Staff, and from our 
Board of Education.  Further, the support 
from parents and the partnerships we have 
developed together with them helps 
strengthen the educational process and is 
sincerely appreciated!  THANK YOU ONE 
AND ALL! 

 
Staff Recognition 

“PAWSitive Impact Player” 
Congratulations to Anna LoTempio, Art 
Teacher, the winner of the PAWSitive 
Impact Player (P.I.P.) for October.  Mrs. 
LoTempio was nominated for her 
recognition of students throughout the 
building displaying PAWS behavior.  In 
addition, congratulations to Mrs. 
Haywood, Teacher Assistant in 2nd 
Grade.  Mrs. Haywood is the winner of 
the PAWSitive Impact Player (P.I.P.) for 
November. Mrs. Haywood always 
supports students in a PAWSitive way. 
She truly cares about the students she 
works with.  

Published by Principal Daniel Lewis and 
Assistant Principal Richard Crozier 
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